DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Thursday, April 15, 2010
4:30 P.M.

USDA Service Center
SWCD Office

Preston, MN  55965

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tim Gossman, Brian Hazel, Leonard Leutink, Pam Mensink, Travis Willford
MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Rasmussen, Jeanette Serfling, Rick Grooters, Anne Koliha, Bob Joachim (NRCS), Tom Kaase (County Commissioner)

Gossman called the meeting to order at 4:36 p.m.  A quorum is present.

I.
AGENDA

Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the agenda.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

II.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to approve the March, 2010 Treasurer’s report, subject to audit.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Motioned by Willford seconded by Leutink to approve the January-March, 2010 supervisor’s vouchers.  Affirmative:  Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman, Hazel.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.  
III.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the following consent agenda items:

1. Secretary’s Report – March 11, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

2. Payment of Native Buffer Grant Cost Share Contract N/B-08-01 Robert McWilliams Restoration and Management of Declining Habitat in the amount of $4,000.00

3. Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-21 Bernie Hammell Well Decommissioning in the amount of $467.50

Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

IV.
REPORTS
1.
Supervisor’s activity report

Willford reported no activities.
Mensink performed the statement opening and check review, attended the MASWCD Spring Meeting at Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch, and reviewed scholarship applications.
Leutink reported attending the MASWCD Spring Meeting at Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch.

Gossman attended a DNR Wildlife Habitat meeting in Northfield. 

Hazel attended the Mississippi River Basin Initiative meeting.
Joachim entered the meeting at 4:51 p.m.


2.
Staff reports

A written report was included in the board packets.


a.
Envirothon
Serfling asked the supervisors for a volunteer to assist with the Envirothon scheduled for May 5th at Chester Woods Park near Rochester.  Supervisors were asked to check their calendars and get back to Grooters. 
3.
Administrator’s report


a.
Feedlot office space
Rasmussen reported a meeting with the feedlot officer regarding office space is not necessary at this time as communication between offices is going well.
b. Rural Preserves Program

Plans for the Rural Preserves program are costing $150-$250 dollars which includes a site visit to gather information and preparation of the plan.  Kaase said there was some concern from the commissioners as to why the SWCD was bringing in a certified planner to prepare the plans.  The deadline for taking land out of Green Acres to enroll in the Rural Preserve has been extended to August 1st.
c. 2010 Resolutions

Resolution packets were given to each supervisor.  Rasmussen stated that resolutions would need to be developed and voted on at the June meeting as they are voted on at the Area level in July.
d. SWCD’s Guide to the 2010 Elections Process

Information for 2010 elections was handed out.  Gossman and Hazel are up for re-election.  The filing period is May 18 – June 1, 2010.


e.
Root River MRBI application

Rasmussen reported she has been working hard on the four proposals being prepared for the Root River MRBI application.  The applications for the Upper South Fork, Rush-Pine, and Watson Creek have no technical and assistance dollars, only funding for practices.  The group has met to determine what the objectives are and what results need to be obtained.  The Wetland Reserve Enhancement portion focuses on the lower end of the Root River and will address feedlots, nutrient management, grazing and monitoring.
4.
NRCS
Joachim reported working on EQIP and CSP contract approvals in addition to fieldwork.  A second CSP 2010 signup is scheduled for May.  Jackie Byam will be starting on April 26th.  
5.
County

Kaase reported on controversy between the County and the Historical Society regarding the removal and replacement of two old bridges.  The Historical Society would like to see them reused somewhere in the county and not be destroyed. 
V.
OLD BUSINESS
1.

Consider cost share rate and maximum for Feedlot IV grant funds
This is a grant from the SE Minnesota Water Resources Board which includes funds for cost-share and technical/assistance dollars.  
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to accept the cost-share committee’s recommendation for Feedlot IV grant funds at 50% cost share on three projects equaling approximately $12,000.00 and $6,000.00 for technical and assistance.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

Consider approval to purchase computer work station for Engineering Tech

Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve the purchase of a computer work station for the Engineering Tech at an approximate cost of $1,800.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
3.

Consider approval to give authority to the Personnel Committee to hire summer intern
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to give authority to the Personnel Committee to hire the summer intern.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Mensink, Leutink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

Joachim left meeting at 5:17 p.m.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS

1.

Consider approval of 2009 Year End Financial Report submitted to BWSR
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to approve the 2009 year end financial report submitted to BWSR.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

Consider approval to transfer $9,178.38 to Compensated Absences from District Funds per 2009 year end computations


Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve the transfer of $9,178.38 to Compensated Absences from District Funds per 2009 year end computations.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

3.

Consider approval to appoint Joe Magee as the LGU representative on the Technical Evaluation Panel for WCA
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the appointment of Joe Magee as the LGU representative on the Technical Evaluation Panel for WCA.    Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Mensink, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider approval of step increase for employee #23019 to Grade 6, Step 2, per recommendation of the Personnel Committee
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the step increase for employee #23019 to Grade 6, Step 2, per the recommendation of the Personnel Committee.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
5.

Consider approval of Joint Powers Agreement for $231,750.00 with the MN Dept. of Ag and Resolution of Authority for the small watershed project “From Farm to Watershed”
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the Joint Powers Agreement for $231,750 with the MN Department of Ag for the small watershed project “From Farm to Watershed”.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the Resolution for the small watershed project “From Farm to Watershed” giving the Board Chair authority to sign the Joint Powers Agreement.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

6.

Consider approval of Feedlot Water Quality Management Contracts as listed:  
	FY09-04
	Randy Ness
	Roof Structure
	$45,500.00

	FY09-05
	Schriever Farms
	Manure Storage
	$45,500.00


Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the Feedlot Water Quality Management Contracts as listed:

	FY09-04
	Randy Ness
	Roof Structure
	$45,500.00

	FY09-05
	Schriever Farms
	Manure Storage
	$45,500.00


Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
7.

Consider approval of 2010 High School Scholarship winner as recommended by the Education Committee

Eleven applications were received for the 2010 High School Scholarship.
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to award the 2010 High School Scholarship to Alishia Keyes, a student at Christian Heritage High School, as recommended by the Education Committee.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
8.

Consider repair or other options for gopher machine
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to make needed repairs to the gopher machine.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
9.

Consider approval of State Cost Share Contracts as listed:

	FY10-04
	Richard O’Connor
	Terraces w/tile outlet
	$3,550.00

	FY10-05
	Lyle Meldahl
	Grassed Waterway
	$3,099.00

	FY10-06
	Maynard Gilbertson
	Grassed Waterway
	$3,240.00


Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve State Cost Share Contracts as listed:

	FY10-04
	Richard O’Connor
	Terraces w/tile outlet
	$3,550.00

	FY10-05
	Lyle Meldahl
	Grassed Waterway
	$3,099.00

	FY10-06
	Maynard Gilbertson
	Grassed Waterway
	$3,240.00


Affirmative: Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Abstained:  Hazel.                                                 Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

10.

Consider approval of MnDOT District Resolution for Living Snow Fence
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the MnDOT District Resolution for Living Snow Fence as presented.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

11.

Consider approval of MnDOT Agreement for Living Snow Fence in the amount of $3,000.00
Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to approve the MnDOT Agreement for Living Snow Fence in the amount of $3,000.00, as presented.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

Kaase left the meeting at 6:03 p.m.

12.

Consider approval of Feedlot Water Quality Management Grant Contract FWQMG FY10-01 Harvey Bue, Jr. Roof Structure in the amount of $90,000.00

Koliha explained the grant agreement for the funding for this project has not been received yet from BWSR.  Written approval was received from BWSR.  
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve Feedlot Water Quality Management Grant Contract FWQMG FY10-01 Harvey Bue, Jr. Roof Structure in the amount of $90,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

12.

Consider request for additional AgBMP loan funds for Harvey Bue, Jr. Roof Structure in the amount of $100,000.00

Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the request for additional AgBMP loan funds for Harvey Bue, Jr. Roof Structure in the amount of $100,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VII.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the April 2010 payables.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to adjourn the meeting.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:19 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pamela Mensink
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