
DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Thursday, August 12, 2010
4:30 P.M.

USDA Service Center
SWCD Office

Preston, MN  55965

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tim Gossman, Brian Hazel, Leonard Leutink, Pam Mensink, Travis Willford
MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Rasmussen, Jeanette Serfling, Dean Thomas, Bob Joachim (NRCS), Jackie Byam (NRCS)
Gossman called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  A quorum is present.

I.
AGENDA

Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the agenda.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

II.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the July 2010 Treasurer’s report, subject to audit.  Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

III.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the following consent agenda items:

1.  Secretary’s Report – July 15, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

IV.
REPORTS
1.
Supervisor’s activity report

Willford had nothing to report.

Mensink was not present at this time.
Leutink reported attending the County Budget meeting.  
Gossman reported performing the statement opening and check review.  He showed pictures of trees and poles that had been planted and the amount of growth on them.

Hazel had nothing to report.
a. County Budget Meeting


Leutink reported Rasmussen and Magee did a great job presenting the budget request to the county.  His feeling was that the request would be approved.

2.
Staff reports

A written report was included in the board packets.

A thank you from Rushford-Peterson Envirothon Team was shown to the board.  The team placed third at the Canon Envirothon held in Fresno, California.

Board members were asked to contact Lanesboro and Chatfield schools regarding participation at the Sixth Grade Field day.

Dean Thomas reported on his trip to the University of Nebraska Research Farm and the USDA Great Plans Veterinary Center where he learned about cover crop and rotational grazing research.

3.
Administrator’s report


a.
Conservation Technician

Jennifer Ronnenberg will start as the Conservation Technician on August 16th and will be training with Joel Groten learning about monitoring duties.
b. RC&D funding requests

Funding requests which were approved for submittal last month have been funded by RC&D.

c. No Till/Farm Technology website project

Erin Hanson has completed the no till/farm technology website project.  Rasmussen, Serfling and Hanson met with Becky Dibble to have the site added to the district site.  The District site will be reorganized at the same time.
A report from StatCounter.com was reviewed by the board which showed the amount of “hits” the district website is receiving.

Thomas left the meeting at 4:52 p.m.
d. MN Nutrient Efficiency Grant Application

A grant proposal is being written to do a study to compare different rates of nitrogen being applied on fields having manure spread on them from a manure pack. Nitrogen applied at the recommended rate, 30 pounds under and 30 pounds over on fields where manure has been incorporated and not incorporated will be compared.  
e. Rural Preserves Program

 Rasmussen reported several plans have been done and a template has been created for the GIS soils map.  Electronic and paper files are being kept for each plan.  The assessor’s office continues to work out glitches with the program. 

4.
NRCS
Joachim introduced Jackie Byam, a soil con in training and working with the CSP program.  There is a general CRP sign-up until the end of August.  NRCS staff will be involved with writing the seeding plans.  Fifty-eight CSP applicants completed the conservation management tool with 14 being approved and funded.  Field verifications are now being scheduled.  
Two applications for nutrient management and two applications for manure storage are being submitted for ranking and possible funding utilizing MRBI dollars.
Joachim and NRCS and SWCD staff attended a field day at the Richard and Rick Jahn farm that focused on no-till, zone-till and variable rate fertilizer application and equipment. 
5.
County

No county representative present.
V.
OLD BUSINESS

1.

Consider approval of District Capacity Award for signature
Motioned by Willford seconded by Leutink to approve the District Capacity Award for signature and submission. Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Byam left the meeting at 5:14 p.m.
2.

BWSR FY08 Native Buffer Cost Share Grant Agreement
Rasmussen updated the board with information regarding the FY08 Native Buffer Cost Share Grant which had been approved for return to BWSR at the last meeting.  A waiver to extend the period to encumber the funds until the end of December, 2010 had been given by BWSR so the funds were returned to the District.
3.

Consider blanket amendment for remaining uncompleted FR08-01, FR08-02 and FR08-03 Flood Relief Cost Share Contracts extending the completion date to December 31, 2010 per BWSR Policy
A waiver was given by BWSR to extend the completion date to December, 2010 for encumbered but not completed Flood Relief projects.  The waiver will need to be noted at the time of payment of the flood relief cost share contracts and be included in the cost share files.
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the blanket amendment for remaining uncompleted FR08-01, FR08-02 and FR08-03 Flood Relief Cost Share Contracts extending the completion date to December 31, 2010 per BWSR Policy.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider funding request for Eagle Bluff Dinner on the Bluff in February
Mensink entered the meeting at 5:20 p.m.
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to contribute $300 towards the cost of the speaker for Dinner on the Bluff in February at Eagle Bluff.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

5.

Consider approval of agreement with Hiawatha Valley RC&D for $5,000 for cover crops in the Root River Watershed

Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve the agreement with Hiawatha Valley RC&D for $5,000 for cover crops in the Root River Watershed.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
6.

Consider approval of Partnership Agreements with the NRCS for Watson Creek (NRCS 74-6322-10-04-CCPI) and Upper South Fork Root River (NRCS 74-6322-10-03-CCPI)
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the Partnership Agreements with the NRCS for Watson Creek (NRCS 74-6322-10-04-CCPI) and the Upper South Fork Root River (NRCS 74-6322-10-03-CCPI).  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

7.

Consider cancellation of Flood Relief Contract FR08-02-32 David Larson Streambank Stabilization in the amount of $5,000.00

Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the cancellation of Flood Relief Contract FR08-02-32 David Larson Streambank Stabilization in the amount of $5,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS

1.

Consider Education Committee recommendation for College Scholarship Award
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to award the College Scholarship Award to Marina Swanson as recommended by the Education Committee.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
2. Consider investment of the following Certificates of Deposit:
	CD 67231
	Matures of September 12, 2010

	CD 3000029318
	Matures on September 12, 2010


Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve reinvestment of the following Certificates of Deposit at the highest available rate.  

	CD 67231
	Matures on September 12,2010

	CD 3000029318
	Matures on September 12, 2010


Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

3.

Consider approval for attendance and pay expenses for Fall SEMASWCD meeting
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to approve attendance for staff and supervisors and pay expenses.  Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Mensink, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider approval of FY11 BWSR General Services/Cost Share grant agreement in the amount of $45,191.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve FY11 BWSR General Service/Cost Share grant agreement in the amount of $45,191.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
5.

Consider percentage of Technical Assistance for FY11 BWSR Cost Share Grant
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve 20% as the percentage of Technical Assistance from the FY11 BWSR Cost Share Grant.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
6.

Consider payment of Feedlot Cost Share Project F3G-06 Roger Bradley Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $5,562.00 using Feedlot III Grant funds in the amount of $1,500.00 and Feedlot IV Grant Funds in the amount of $4,062.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve payment of Feedlot Cost Share Project F3G-06 Roger Bradley Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $5,562.00 using Feedlot III Grant funds in the amount of !,500.00 and Feedlot IV Grant Funds in the amount of $4,062.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
7.

Consider payment of Feedlot Cost Share Project F3G-07 Merwood Storhoff Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $5,562.00 using Feedlot III Grant funds in the amount of $1,500.00 and Feedlot IV Grant Funds in the amount of $4,062.00
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to approve payment of Feedlot Cost Share Project F3G-07 Merwood Storhoff Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $5,562.00 using Feedlot III Grant funds in the amount of $1,500.00 and Feedlot IV Grant funds in the amount of $4,062.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
8.

Consider payment of Feedlot III Cost-share Contract F3G-05 Mark Fishbaugher Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $5,000.00
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve payment of Feedlot III Cost-share Contract F3G-05 Mark Fishbaugher Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $5,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Abstained:  Mensink.  Motion carried.

9.

Consider approval of Flood Relief Cost-share Contracts as listed:

	FR08-03-36
	Lucille Peterson
	Pond Clean-out
	$1,000.00

	FR08-03-37
	Brett Broadwater
	Pond Clean-out
	$1,000.00

	FR08-03-38
	John Horihan
	Terraces with tile
	$3,750.00

	FR08-03-39
	Robert Thompson
	Pond Clean-out
	$1,000.00

	FR08-03-41
	Paul Soukup
	Terrace Restoration
	$8,500.00



Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve Flood Cost-share Contracts as listed:
	FR08-03-36
	Lucille Peterson
	Pond Clean-out
	$1,000.00

	FR08-03-37
	Brett Broadwater
	Pond Clean-out
	$1,000.00

	FR08-03-38
	John Horihan
	Terraces with Tile
	$3,750.00

	FR08-03-39
	Robert Thompson
	Pond Clean-out
	$1,000.00

	FR08-03-41
	Paul Soukup
	Terrace Restoration
	$8,500.00


Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

10.

Consider approval of Flood Relief Contract FR08-03-40 Tony Buchholtz Streambank Stabilization in the amount of $11,000.00 using $6,000.00 from FR08-03 funds and $5,000.00 from FR08-02 funds
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve Flood Relief Contract FR08-03-40 Tony Buchholtz Streambank Stabilization in the amount of $11,000.00 using $6,000.00 from FR08-03 funds and $5,000.00 from FR08-02 funds.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

Joachim left the meeting at 5:51 p.m.
VII.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the August 2010 payables.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Hazel volunteered to perform the statement opening and check review on September 1, 2010.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to adjourn the meeting.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pamela Mensink
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