
DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Thursday, July 15, 2010
4:30 P.M.

USDA Service Center
SWCD Office

Preston, MN  55965

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tim Gossman, Brian Hazel, Leonard Leutink, Pam Mensink, Travis Willford
MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Rasmussen, Jeanette Serfling, Bob Joachim (NRCS)
Gossman called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.  A quorum is present.

I.
AGENDA

Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve the agenda.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

II.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to approve the June 2010 Treasurer’s report, subject to audit.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the April – June 2010 supervisor’s vouchers.  Affirmative:  Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
III.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the following consent agenda items:

1.  Secretary’s Report – June 17, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

IV.
REPORTS
1.
Supervisor’s activity report
Willford reported performing the statement opening and check review and attending a personnel meeting.
Mensink attended the Resolutions Meeting on June 30th  and a personnel committee meeting.

Leutink had nothing to report.

Gossman reported attending the Water Plan Meeting.

Hazel had nothing to report.

a. 
Resolutions meeting
Mensink reported on the resolutions meeting and their discussion on financial problems and sharing services between agencies.
2.
Staff reports

A written report was included in the board packets.
3.
Administrator’s report


a. 
Fillmore County Fair
Radio advertising is focusing on rain barrel sales.  The fuel containment structure will again be on display including requirements for larger fuel structures.  Banner displays have been obtained from MPCA which focus on recycling, rain gardens, and rain barrels.  Radio time during the fair has also been reserved.

b. 
MRBI

Notification was received in June that the funding requests had been approved followed by a teleconference stating the $800,000.00 had to be obligated by August 31, 2010.  Koliha and Mike Frauenkron, Feedlot Officer, are working on one ag waste project in each watershed.  Technical assistance dollars in the amount of $12,000.00 will be received each year from BWSR.  A meeting is scheduled to discuss timelines, marketing and deadlines.
4.
NRCS
Joachim reported 80 applications had been received for the latest CSP program sign-up with 65 completing the Conservation Management Tool.  
He commended Erin Hanson on her work with the no-till website development.   On August 2nd, Rick Jahn is hosting a field walk focusing on no-till and variable application methods which also ties in with the website.

A general CRP signup is scheduled for August or September.  September 30th is the deadline for finalizing CSP with another signup period in October or November.
5.
County

Kaase was not present, but had attended the Water Plan Committee meeting.  He had suggested at that time that a presentation be put together for broadcast on local public access channels and/or have it posted online.  
V.
OLD BUSINESS

1.

Consider approval of Farm Bill Assistance Grant agreement for $7,875.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve the Farm Bill Assistance Grant agreement for $7,875.00 to be signed by Gossman when received.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

Consider approval to hire Conservation Technician 
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to hire Jennifer Ronnenberg as the Conservation Technician as recommended by the Personnel Committee.   Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink,                                                         Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
3.

Consider approval of county allocation request for 2011 and draft 2011 budget
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to keep the allocation request for 2011 at the 2008 level of $210,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Mensink, Leutink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider approval of Conservation Assessment Plan Writers for Rural Preserves
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve Grooters, Keene, Bernau and the Conservation Technician to write Conservation Assessment Plans for the Rural Preserve Program.   Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

5.

Consider approval of District Administrator to sign approved Conservation Assessment Plans
Motioned by Willford seconded by Leutink to give approval for the District Administrator and Administrative Assistant to sign approved Conservation Assessment Plans.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
6.

Consider approval of fees for Conservation Assessment Plans
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to approve the fee schedule for Conservation Assessment Plans as presented.


Plans completed in 2010 and 2011:  $  50.00


Plans completed in 2012:

$100.00


Plans completed in 2013:

$150.00

Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
Joachim left meeting at 5:48 p.m.

7.

Consider approval of cover crop program guidelines and payments

There has not been much interest in aerial seeding in the past so it is proposed to offer cost-share for drilling seed after corn-silage or soybeans with a payment rate ranging from $20.00 to $32.00 per acre on a maximum of 40 acres.  Repeat customers that have aerial seeded the last two years will only be eligible for one year of drilling cost-share.  Applicants will be prioritized.  
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the guidelines and payment schedule as presented.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

8.

Consider approval to allocate Envirothon funds from Grooters to Rushford-Peterson

In a letter submitted by Grooters, he thanked the board for the opportunity to attend the Canon Envirothon in California, but due to travel expenses higher than expected asked that the board consider giving a $500.00 donation to the Rushford-Peterson Envirothon team to help with their travel expenses.
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve a $500.00 donation from the Education Fund to the Rushford-Peterson Envirothon team.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS

1.

Consider sponsorship of Midwest Value Added Agriculture Conference
No action taken.

2.

Review District Capacity Award


The board reviewed the District Capacity Award and added activities to those listed by staff.

3.

Consider return of unencumbered FY08 Native Buffer Grant Funds in the amount of $5,693.53
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to approve the return of unencumbered FY08 Native Buffer Grant Funds in the amount of $5,693.53.  Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Mensink, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider return of unencumbered FY08 Challenge Grant Funds in the amount of $39,358.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the return of unencumbered FY08 Challenge Grant Funds in the amount of $39,358.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
5.

Consider approval to sign Final Financial Report for Close Out of the FY06 State Cost Share Grant
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the signing of the Final Financial Report for the close out of the FY06 State Cost Share Grant.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
6.

Consider approval of Root River Small Watershed Project subcontract with University of Dubuque for $4,732.00
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the Root River Small Watershed Project subcontract with the University of Dubuque for $4,732.00. Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
7.

Consider approval of Root River Watershed Project subcontract with Joel Nelson for $2,160.00
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the Root River Watershed Project subcontract with Joel Nelson for $2,160.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
8.

Consider approval of Root River Small Watershed Project subcontract with Mower SWCD for $25,000.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve the Root River Small Watershed Project subcontract with the Mower SWCD for $25,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

9.

Consider approval for District Administrator to send compliance letter regarding soil erosion in Sumner Township, Section 33
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to give approval to the District Administrator to send a  compliance letter regarding soil erosion in Sumner Township, Section 33.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

10.

Consider approval of Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-03-35 John Knutson, Pond Clean Out, in the amount of $1,000.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-03-35 John Knutson, Pond Clean Out, in the amount of $1,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
11.

Consider approval to submit funding proposal to RC&D for $500.00 to co-sponsor educational event at Eagle Bluff in February 2011
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to approve the submittal of a funding proposal to RC&D for $500.00 to co-sponsor an educational event at Eagle Bluff in February 2010.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

12.

Consider approval to submit funding proposal to RC&D for $5,000.00 for cover crop implementation and education in the Root River Watershed

Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the submittal of a funding proposal to RC&D for $5,000.00 for cover crop implementation and education in the Root River Watershed.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
13.

Consider approval of State Cost Share Contract FY10-07 Glen Thomas, Grassed Waterway, in the amount of $1,575.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve State Cost Share Contract FR10-07 Glen Thomas, Grassed Waterway, in the amount of $1,575.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VII.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve the July 2010 payables.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to adjourn the meeting.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pamela Mensink
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