DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Thursday, June 17, 2010
4:30 P.M.

USDA Service Center
SWCD Office

Preston, MN  55965

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tim Gossman, Brian Hazel, Pam Mensink, Travis Willford
MEMBERS ABSENT:

Leonard Leutink.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Rasmussen, Jeanette Serfling, Joel Groten, Erin Hanson, Angela White (NRCS), Tom Kaase (County Commissioner)

Gossman called the meeting to order at 4:34 p.m.  A quorum is present.

I.
AGENDA

Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the agenda.  Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

II.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to approve the May 2010 Treasurer’s report, subject to audit.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

III.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve the following consent agenda items:

1. Secretary’s Report – May 13, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

2. Final payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-26 Evan O’Connor Farmstead Windbreak in the amount of $728.00

3. Final payment of State Cost Share Contract FY10-05 Lyle Meldahl Grassed Waterway in the amount of $3,099.00

4. Final payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-17 Ron Fishbaugher Grassed Waterway in the amount of $1,173.00

5. Approval to pay Hiawatha Valley RC&D dues in the amount of $300.00

Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

IV.
REPORTS
1.
Supervisor’s activity report

Willford reported attending a Personnel Committee meeting.

Mensink reported performing the statement opening and check review.
Gossman reported attending a Personnel Committee meeting and an Energy Fair in Wisconsin.

Hazel reported he had been busy farming.

2.
Staff reports

A written report was included in the board packets.
Rasmussen introduced the summer interns, Erin Hanson and Joel Groten.  Each told about themselves.
Kaase entered the meeting at 4:41 p.m.
3.
Administrator’s report


a.
FY11 grant funding

Rasmussen reviewed the changes and deductions expected in the FY11 grant funds.
b. MRBI awards
Rasmussen reported all four applications were funded.  Funding is over a five year period.  Only the first year allocation is guaranteed.  Each subsequent year the funds must be applied for.  BWSR has $300,000.00 for Technical Assistance available over two years to help with the implementation of the MRBI projects.


c.
Rural Preserves Program legislative changes (see enclosed) 

Rasmussen reviewed changes made to the Rural Preserves Program which include extending the deadline for application to August 16th, changing the name to Assessment Plan which now does not require a site visit, and the restrictive covenant is for eight years instead of ten years.  
The board will still need to make a decision on whether to have in-house plan writers or use the previously approved plan writers.

4.
NRCS
White reported staff had nearly completed compliance checks with only one or two not in compliance.  One new EQIP waste storage project has been approved.  
The new CSP 2010 sign-up has been extended until June 26th.  Two public meetings were held and were well attended.  Nineteen forestry and 55 ag applications have been received so far, many of which were old CSP contract holders.  
Most spring construction projects have been completed.
5.
County

Kaase reported the Board of Equalization conducted their meeting but had no attendees.  
The County is currently working on budgets for 2011.

They continue to work on the Veterans Cemetery.  Commissioners will be traveling to Redwood Falls to visit the site of another Veterans Cemetery.  The feeling is that Fillmore County would be more centrally located for veterans of Wisconsin, Iowa and Rochester.
Groten and Hanson left the meeting at 5:09 p.m.
V.
OLD BUSINESS

1.

Consider approval to advertise to hire a Conservation Technician
The Personnel Committee recommendation was to begin advertising immediately for a Conservation Technician with a July 2nd application deadline.  Advertising will be distributed through the same channels as in the past.  The job description will remain the same but applicants will be required to have strong GIS skills.
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to begin advertising to hire a Conservation Technician.    Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

 Review six-month budget report and draft 2011 budget
Rasmussen reviewed the six-month budget report and the draft 2011 budget with the board.  
3.

Discuss cover crop program
Rasmussen asked for guidance from the board regarding the cover crop program.  The annual plan directed only education, but the budget was approved with funds for cover crops.  Board consensus was to offer the program again this year.  

Options were discussed which included having the rye aerial seeded, drilled, or applied with fertilizer by an airflow applicator and splitting the cost with the participant.   
Willford spoke of a three point mounted spreader which would hold 657 pounds of seed, has a 40’ spread and costs approximately $800.00 which is available locally.  

Other funding sources include The Nature Conservancy, Hiawatha RC&D and MRBI funds.  With more options available to apply the seed and additional funding, more acres could be planted.  

Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to
investigate options for the cover crop program.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

4.

Approve any resolutions presented to be submitted to MASWCD Area VII
No resolutions were presented for submission.
5.

Choose 2010 Outstanding Conservationists
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to nominate the Bailey Brothers as the 2010 Outstanding Conservationists.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VI.
NEW BUSINESS
1.

Consider approval for Chair to sign Farm Bill Assistance Grant application
Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to give the Chair approval to sign the Farm Bill Assistance Grant application.  Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Gossman left the meeting at 5:45 p.m.

Vice-chair Willford took over the meeting.

2.

Consider approval of Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-03-34 John Evans, Pond Clean-out, in the amount of $1,000.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-03-34 John Evans, Pond Clean-out, in the amount of $1,000.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

3.

Consider approval of Grazing Assistance Challenge Grant Contracts as listed:


	GRF47
	James Norstad
	Grazing System
	$6,000.00

	GRO48
	Nathen Redalen
	Grazing System
	$2,050.00


Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve Grazing Assistance Challenge Grant Contracts as listed:

	GRF47
	James Norstad
	Grazing System
	$6,000.00

	GRO48
	Nathen Redalen
	Grazing System
	$2,050.00














  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

White left the meeting at 5:48 p.m.

4.

Consider approval to continue sponsorship of 4-H Champion and Reserve Champion “Exploring the Environment” Awards
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the sponsorship of 4-H Champion and Reserve Champion “Exploring the Environment” Awards.  Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Mensink.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

5.

Consider approval of sub-recipient agreement with the SE MN Water Resources Board for SE Minnesota Volunteer Nitrate Monitoring Network for $9,100.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the sub-recipient agreement with the SE MN Water Resources Board for SE Minnesota Volunteer Nitrate Monitoring Network for $9,100.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
6.

Consider approval of Ground Water Level Monitoring Well Agreement for FY2011
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the Ground Water Level Monitoring Well Agreement for FY2011.  Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
7.

Consider approval for Rick Grooters to attend Canon Envirothon in California in August
Rasmussen provided approximate costs for Grooters to attend the Canon Envirothon in California.  Registration for the Envirothon is $600, plus $350 for the flight and $350.00 for car rental.  The Personnel Committee recommended the District provide $1,200.00 towards expenses.
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to provide $1,200.00 towards Grooters expenses to attend the Canon Envirothon with $600 taken from Special Projects and $600 from Employee training.  Affirmative: Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
8.

Discuss sponsorship of February Dinner on the Bluff speaker Chad Pregracke (see http://www.livinglandsandwaters.org/)
Rasmussen had been contacted by Eagle Bluff to help sponsor their February Dinner on the Bluff speaker.  The cost is $1,500 plus mileage.  No action taken.
9.

Discuss County Fair booth display
Items discussed for the fair booth display include the fuel containment structure, displays from Agroforestry and/or MPCA, rain barrels, and information focusing on cover crops.  One rain barrel will be given away.  It was suggested to post MPCA rules for fuel storage by the containment structure.
10.

Consider approval of Feedlot V Grant Agreement in the amount of $34,290.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve Feedlot V Grant Agreement in the amount of $34,290.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

11.

Consider approval of State Cost Share Contract FY09-30 Eugene Jack, Water and Sediment Control Basin, in the amount of $4,000.00 using $2,485.23 from FY09 funds and $1,514.77 from FY10 funds.
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to approve State Cost Share Contract FY09-30 Eugene Jack, Water and Sediment Control Basin, in the amount of $4,000.00 using $2,485.23 from FY09 funds and $1,514.77 from FY10 funds.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

12.

Consider approval to invest FY10 Clean Water Fund Feedlot Water Quality Grant funds in the amount of $174,600.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the investment of FY10 Clean Water Fund Feedlot Water Quality Grant funds in the amount of $174,600.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VII.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the June 2010 payables.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Willford volunteered to come in on July 1st for the statement opening and check review.

Kaase left the meeting at 6:21 p.m.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Mensink to adjourn the meeting.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pamela Mensink
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