
DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Thursday, May 13, 2010
4:30 P.M.

USDA Service Center
SWCD Office

Preston, MN  55965

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tim Gossman, Brian Hazel, Leonard Leutink, Pam Mensink, Travis Willford
MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Rasmussen, Jeanette Serfling, Bob Joachim (NRCS), Tom Kaase (County Commissioner)

Gossman called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m.  A quorum is present.

I.
AGENDA

Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the agenda.  Affirmative:  Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

II.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to approve the April 2010 Treasurer’s report, subject to audit.  Affirmative: Mensink, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

III.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve the following consent agenda items:

1. Secretary’s Report – April 15, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

2. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-28 City of Chatfield Well Decommissioning in the amount of $600.00

3. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-23 Jerry McCabe Grassed Waterway in the amount of $463.13

4. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-09 Don Johnson Farmstead Windbreak in the amount of $342.00

5. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY10-06 Maynard Gilbertson Grassed Waterway in the amount of $2,746.88

6. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-22 Robert Acton Farmstead Windbreak in the amount of $782.00

7. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-10 Scott Wilson Grassed Waterway in the amount of $633.75

8. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-16 Laverne Seehusen Grassed Waterway in the amount of $1,291.88

9. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-18 V-E Partnership Grassed Waterway in the amount of $633.75

10. Final Payment of Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-03-16 Brian Krambeer Waterway Repair in the amount of $450.00

11. Final Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY09-24 Ashley Grant Grassed Waterway in the amount of $1,335.00

Affirmative: Mensink, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

IV.
REPORTS
1.
Supervisor’s activity report
Leutink reported attending two personnel committee meetings and performed the statement opening and check review.

Gossman reported attending two personnel committee meetings.

2.
Staff reports

A written report was included in the board packets.  Additional information from Koliha was given to the board.
Hazel entered the meeting at 4:42 p.m.


a.
Tree Sales Summary
Serfling provided the board with a summary comparison of tree sales for the last three years.  
The board was informed Rushford-Peterson teams took first and second place at the Area VII Envirothon.
3.
Administrator’s report


a.
MRBI funding applications
Four applications have been submitted for funding – one for Rush Pine prepared by RC&D, one for the Lower Root prepared by The Nature Conservancy and two prepared by the District for Watson Creek and the Upper South Fork.  It will be the end of May before it is known who will be funded and the end of June before funds are received.   
b. Grazing assistance for Whitewater and Zumbro watersheds

A Clean Water funding proposal is being considered which would fund the grazing assistant into these two watersheds. Between John Zinn, NRCS, and Thomas, they feel they can handle the additional workload.  These funds would help extend the funding for Thomas’ position.
c. Rain barrels

Rain barrel kits will be sold for $45 and fully assembled rain barrels will be sold for $75.  


d.
Midwest Natural Resources Group Root River Tour

Heads of eleven federal agencies will be touring the Root River in support of MRBI.  The tour starts in LaCrescent, makes its way to Eagle Bluff for a meeting, and ends up in LaCrosse.  They want to learn about watersheds and what they can do to help. 
4.
NRCS
Joachim introduced Jackie Byam, the new soil con working with CSP.  The deadline to complete an application and sign up for CSP is June 11th.  Public meetings are scheduled for June 2nd and 3rd.  

Don Baloun, the new State Conservationist, stopped to meet both NRCS and District staff.  He wanted to know what he could do to help with staffing and funding concerns.  

NRCS staff is continuing to do compliance checks.
5.
County


a.
Rural Preserves Program
Kaase reported there are still a lot of questions regarding the rural preserves programs.  The deadline has been extended to August 27, 2010.

The county is working with Eagle Cliff Campground and their request to put in a bike trail. They are running into obstacles with DOT.  They are also working to keep the Veterans Cemetery a viable option for Fillmore County and are supportive of the proposed National Trout Learning Center.
V.
OLD BUSINESS

1.

Consider approval to hire summer intern
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to hire Erin Hanson as the summer intern as recommended by the personnel committee.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

Discuss resolutions for MASWCD 
No action taken at this time.
3.

Consider cancellation of Grazing Challenge Grant Contract GRF37 Tammy Martin
Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to approve the cancellation of Grazing Challenge Grant Contract GRF37 Tammy Martin due to costs involved with the project.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Mensink, Leutink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider Amendment to State Cost Share Contract FY08-35 extending the completion date to July 1, 2011
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve the amendment to State Cost Share Contract FY08-35 extending the completion date to July 1, 2011.    Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS

1.

Consider approval to transfer $2,000.00 from District Funds to Computer and Equipment Fund
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the transfer of $2,000.00 from District Funds to the Computer and Equipment Fund.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

Consider approval of FY2010 Clean Water Fund Feedlot Water Quality Management Grant Agreement in the amount of $194,000.00


Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to approve the FY2010 Clean Water Fund Feedlot Water Quality Management Grant Agreement in the amount of $194,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

3.

Consider approval to hire auditor for 2009 District Financial Audit
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve the hiring of Pamela Ristau, CPA to perform the 2009 District Financial Audit at a cost of $2,550.00.   Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Mensink, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

4.

Discuss recommendations for Outstanding Conservationist Award (District II)
Several candidates for outstanding conservationist were discussed.  Rasmussen will put together information about each and bring to the next meeting.
Joachim left the meeting at 5:46 p.m.

5.

Consider approval to reinvest CD 16515 which matures on May 18, 2010
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the reinvestment of CD16515 which matures on May 18, 2010.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
6.

Consider approval of Grazing Assistance Challenge Grant Contract GRF46 Brian Hazel Grazing System in the amount of $6,000.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the Grazing Assistance Challenge Grant Contract GRF46 Brian Hazel in the amount of $6,000.00.  Affirmative:  Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Abstained:  Hazel.  Motion carried.
7.

Consider approval of Feedlot Water Quality Management Grant Contract FWQMG FY10-2 Dave Gudmundson Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $57,000.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to approve Feedlot Water Quality Management Grant Contract FWQMG FY10-2 Dave Gudmundson Feedlot Runoff Control in the amount of $57,000.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
8.

Accept the resignation of Jason Carlson, Conservation Technician
Motioned by Willford seconded by Leutink to accept the resignation of Jason Carlson, Conservation Technician, effective May 28, 2010.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

9.

Discuss hiring options for Conservation Technician
It was suggested that Joel Groten, the second applicant for the summer intern position, could be hired to fill Carlson’s position until a permanent employee can be hired.  There is a possibility that MPCA might have some funding for Groten’s position as they are developing a new monitoring program, Stressor ID, in which they are looking to target the Root River and would provide $2,000.00 for staff time.
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to rescind the motion to hire Erin Hanson as the summer intern.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to hire two summer interns.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

Rasmussen requested that the Conservation Technician’s job description be revised in relationship to how much time is spent on CRP.  The time allotted to monitoring duties would be increased to 75% with the remaining 25% to CRP.  Board consensus was to redo the job description.

10.

Consider approval of subcontract with Winona State University for $39,980 for MDA Small Watershed Project
Rasmussen explained this is a subcontract for the Small Watershed project done with Winona State students help.  Ground truthing with LiDAR, verifying what is shown on a map is the same as on the landscape, and how sediment comes off the land and ends up in the water are components of the project.
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the subcontract with Winona State University for $39,980 for the MDA Small Watershed Project.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

11.

Consider request for additional AgBMP loan funds for Brian Hazel Manure Storage in the amount of $95,000.00
Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to approve the request for additional AgBMP loan funds for Brian Hazel Manure Storage in the amount of $95,000.00.  Affirmative:  Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Abstained:  Hazel.  Motion carried.
VII.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to approve the May 2010 accounts payable.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to adjourn the meeting.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:07 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pamela Mensink
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