
DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Thursday, September 16, 2010 
4:30 P.M.

USDA Service Center
SWCD Office

Preston, MN  55965

Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Tim Gossman, Brian Hazel, Leonard Leutink, Pam Mensink, Travis Willford
MEMBERS ABSENT:

None.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Donna Rasmussen, Jeanette Serfling, Anne Koliha, Jennifer Ronnenberg, Dawn Bernau, Jackie Byam (NRCS), Randy Dahl (County Commissioner), Mike Frauenkron (Fillmore County Feedlot Officer)
Gossman called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m.   A quorum is present.

I.
AGENDA

Motioned by Willford seconded by Mensink to approve the agenda.  Affirmative:  Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

II.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the August 2010 Treasurer’s report, subject to audit.  Affirmative: Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

Hazel entered the meeting at 4:37 p.m.

III.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the following consent agenda items:

1. Secretary’s Report – August 12, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Minutes

2. Payment of State Cost Share contract FY09-29 Rodney Koliha Grassed Waterway in the amount of $4,000.00 using $3,621.96 from FY09 funds and $378.04 from FY10 funds

3. Payment of State Cost Share Contract FY10-07 Glen Thomas Grassed Waterway in the amount of $1,486.88

4. Payment of Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-03-36 Lucille Peterson Pond Clean Out in the amount of $1,000.00

5. Payment of Flood Relief Cost Share Contract FR08-01-05 City of Rushford Well Decommissioning in the amount of $5,600.00

Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

IV.
REPORTS
1.
Supervisor’s activity report
Frauenkron entered the meeting at 4:38 p.m.

Willford had nothing to report.
Mensink reported she is a member of the SEMASWCD Nominating Committee and had been communicating via telephone and e-mail with the other members to fill an open position.

Leutink was not present at this time.

Gossman had nothing to report.
Hazel reported he had performed the statement opening and check review on September 1st.

2.
Staff reports

A written report was included in the board packets.

Rasmussen introduced Jennifer Ronnenberg, the new Conservation Technician, to the board. 

Leutink entered the meeting at 4:40 p.m.

a. Feedlot Update:  Anne Koliha and Mike Frauenkron

Frauenkron thanked the board for the opportunity to present an update on the cooperation between the SWCD office and the Feedlot office (FO).  
The Feedlot office currently has a balanced budget, meaning no carryover funds from prior years.  The FO will continue to provide a vehicle, vehicle maintenance, and $17,500.00 towards the salary of the Feedlot Technician until such time when budget cut-backs necessitate a change. 
Frauenkron reported the deadline for feedlot compliance is October 1, 2010, but said if producers have a plan and are moving forward toward compliance, an interim permit will be granted for up to two years.  After that time, enforcement may be required.
Koliha reported 14 manure storage pits, 17 various feedlot cost-share projects, and three large ag waste projects are currently on the books.  

MRBI dollars funded the three ag waste projects in the amount of $797,489.00 in the Watson Creek Watershed and Upper South Fork Watershed. In addition, projects utilizing Clean Water Legacy Grant Funds through the State have received verbal approval of funding in the amount of $561,593.00.

3.
Administrator’s report


a.
Cover Crops

Rasmussen reported 101.9 acres were aerially seeded on August 19th.  Potentially another 745 acres will be seeded on primarily corn and soy bean acres.  Funds from The Nature Conservancy and Hiawatha Valley RC&D will be used to pay the cooperators seeding cover crops.
b. MRBI

Byam reported Don Baloun, NRCS State Conservationist, was impressed with Fillmore County on the efficient way they spent the dollars available.  In the Rush-Pine Watershed $399,000.00, Upper South Fork $300,000.00, and Watson Creek Watershed $507,488.00 were spent on various projects.  An additional $15,000.00 was received for Technical Assistance services.
c. Clean Water Fund applications

An application has been submitted for funding through the JPB for the nutrient management position in Fillmore and for personnel in Rice County in the amount of $160,000.00 plus a local match of 25% which will provide funding through much of 2012.  The $160,000.00 will not fully fund the position so fees will need to be charged for new nutrient management plans ($300.00) and annual updates ($100.00).  
An application for funding for the grazing specialist in the amount of $120,000.00 has also been submitted, which will extend the position through 2013.  The proposal will also expand the area which will be covered. 

Frauenkron left the meeting at 5:03 p.m.

d. SE MN Tech Support JPB Assistance Funding

Currently, the JPB is fully funded due to current grants so the application for state cost share was modified to break out Technical and Assistance funds to Districts, private engineers and the JPB as these funds can now be used to help pay for private engineering services.  With approximately $260,000.00 coming into the region for the JBP, discussion followed on how to best utilize those funds.  Feedback from district boards is requested to see how the money can best be used.   This will be discussed further at the next meeting.  


e.
MASWCD Area 7 Meeting Report

Rasmussen reported that 35 resolutions will be voted on at the State Convention. The finance committee reported that state dues paid by districts will be increased because of the closing of one district office.   There is a vacancy on the BWSR Board for which the Governor will appoint a replacement.  BWSR is looking at simplifying the rules for state cost share and RIM contracts and have the changes ready to implement by July 1, 2011.
Bernau left the meeting at 5:24 p.m.
4.
NRCS
Byam reported they are working on obligating their second sign-up CSP contracts by the close of business October 24th.  Seventeen contracts have been approved for approximately $180,000.00.
The LincPass implementation deadline has been extended to March 1, 2011.  
The EQIP Local Workgroup Meeting is scheduled for September 22nd from 2 - 4 p.m. at the Conservation Building.  EQIP 2011 ranking period is scheduled for the end of October or end of November.  

5.
County

Dahl reported all departments have been presenting their budgets and no cuts are expected.
V.
OLD BUSINESS

1.

Discuss plans for February event at Eagle Bluff
Rasmussen reported $800.00, $300.00 from the District and $500.00 from RC&D, has been donated toward the cost of the speaker for the event which is scheduled for Saturday, February 5, 2011.  The speaker is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. followed by the meal.  Posters for TMDL, MRBI, SWCD programs and services, and Comprehensive Strategy could be displayed.  Recognition of the outstanding conservationists and rain gauge monitors could follow the meal.  It was suggested that a rain barrel be given away as a door prize.  
2.

Discuss Supervisor participation at Sixth Grade Field Day September 22

Gossman asked that whoever might be available to help at the 6th Grade Field Day should contact Rasmussen.
3.

Consider donation to Minnesota Historical Society in the amount of $50.00
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to approve a donation to the Minnesota Historical Society in the amount of $50.00 in connection with the 6th Grade Field Day held at Forestville State Park.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Mensink, Leutink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
4.

Consider approval of State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement CFMS No. B48116 for Root River Comprehensive Strategy in the amount of $319,700.00
Rasmussen reviewed the key areas of the agreement and the funding associated with each.

Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreement CFMS No. B48116 for Root River Comprehensive Strategy in the amount of $319,700.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Mensink, Leutink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

5.

Consider payment of Feedlot Water Quality Management Contract FWQMG FY10-01 Harvey Bue Roof Structure in the amount of $90,000.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Willford to approve payment of Feedlot Water Quality Management Contract FWQMG FY10-1 Harvey Bue Roof Structure in the amount of $90,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

6.

Consider payment for private engineering technical assistance for Feedlot Water Quality Management Contract FWQMG FY10-1 Harvey Bue in the amount of $2,492.81 from FWQMG FY10 Technical Assistance dollars
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Hazel to approve the payment for private engineering technical assistance for Feedlot Water Quality Management Contract FWQMG FY10-1 Harvey Bue in the amount of $2,492.81 from FWQMG FY10 Technical Assistance dollars.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
7.

Consider cancellation of Flood Relief Contract FR08-01-20 Rich Cerise Waterway Repair in the amount of $850.00 

Motioned by Mensink seconded by Willford to approve the cancellation of Flood Relief Contract FR08-01-20 Rich Cerise Waterway Repair in the amount of $850.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Gossman, Leutink, Mensink, Willford.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS

1.

Consider reinvestment of the following Certificates of Deposit:
	CD 3000031413
	Matures on September 22, 2010

	CD 16241 
	Matures on October 3, 2010


Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to approve reinvestment of the following Certificates of Deposit at the highest available rate:
	CD 3000031413
	Matures on September 22, 2010

	CD 16241
	Matures of October 3, 2010


 Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

2.

Review draft 2009 District Financial Audit

Mensink commented that the additional safeguards for segregation of duties that have been implemented were not addressed in the audit.  Board consensus was to contact the auditor and ask that these items be added.  


3.

Consider attendance at BWSR Academy and authorize expenses
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Hazel to approve attendance at the BWSR Academy and authorize expenses for up to two staff.  Affirmative: Hazel, Willford, Mensink, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.

4.

Consider approval of Feedlot Water Quality Management Contract FWQMG FY11-1 Bruce Wingert Feedlot Runoff Control and Manure Storage in the amount of $60,000.00
Motioned by Hazel seconded by Leutink to approve Feedlot Water Quality Management Contract FWQMG FY11-1 Bruce Wingert Feedlot Runoff Control and Manure Storage in the amount of $60,000.00.  Affirmative: Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
5.

Consider request for additional AgBMP loan dollars for Bruce Wingert Feedlot Runoff Control and Manure Storage in the amount of $100,000.00
Motioned by Willford seconded by Hazel to approve the request for additional AgBMP loan dollars for Bruce Wingert Feedlot Runoff Control and Manure Storage in the amount of $100,000.00.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
Gossman has a conflict with the date for the October board meeting.

Motioned by Leutink seconded by Willford to change the date for the October meeting to Wednesday, October 13th.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.
VII.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Motioned by Leutink seconded by Mensink to approve the September 2010 payables.  Affirmative: Mensink, Hazel, Willford, Leutink, Gossman.  Opposed: none.  Motion carried.
Mensink will perform the statement opening and check review on October 1st.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
Motioned by Mensink seconded by Leutink to adjourn the meeting.  Affirmative:  Hazel, Leutink, Mensink, Willford, Gossman.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:18 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pamela Mensink
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