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Dan and Sherry Hanson Named
2009 Outstanding Conservationists

a00ashington Street N
Preston, Minnesota 55965

——

Dan and Sherry Hanson of Peterson have
been chosen as the 2009 Fillmore County
Conservationists of the Year. In addition,
the Minnesota Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (MASWCD ) has named
them as one of eight Area Finalists in the
2009 Outstanding Conszervationist Award
Program. The Hansons will be recognized at
the MaSWCD's convention set far December
Gth-8th at the Duluth Entertainment
Corvention Center in Duluth, Of the eight
finalists, one will be announced as the State's
Qutstanding Conservationist of the Year at the
December 2th luncheon.
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beans, and hay on 613 acres and have a 150 head cow-calf operation. They still have

1183 acres of contour strips, including 80 acres of hay, that were laid out when Dan's

grandfather developed a conservation plan with the Soil Conservation Service in 1944,

1Owver the years, 6,875 feet of terraces and 10 acres of grassed waterways have been in-

stalled. Mutrient and pest management, no-till, and planting of thousands of acres of

Hrees on CRP for wildlife and habitat also enhance conservation on their farm., The Han-
* son's exemplify the land stewardship ethic that SWCDs promote,
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Congratulations Dan & Sherry on your conservation achievements!
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Carlson Hired as New Conservation Technician

Tagon Caflson 1z Fillmore
SWCDs new conservation
techrician, He has his
bachelotr’s degree
Enrrironmental Beience:
Folicy and Management
from the Umversity of ;
Minnesota and has been |
wotking in the metro area B :
for the last several years in water quality related positions.
His main focus in Fillmore County will be with helping in
desigrung and implementing conservation practices as well
as helping improve water quality in a number of ways. He
will be wotkingz on a research project along side the
Llmnesota Depattment of A griculture, mamntaming several
sites around the county which have been designed to analyze
cropping practices as well as the benefits of best
managetent practices (BMP ), such as filter strips atd water
ways, atud their impacts on water quality. He will also be
collecting water quality samples and taking physical
measutements for a total maximum daily load (TRMDL) study
to help improve the sediment impairment ot the Eoot River,
Tagon will serve on the local techiical evaluation panel for
wetland 1gsues in the county. JTason can be reached by
calling the office at (307 TE5-3ET7E ext. 3.

4@5 Eeminder.....

Livestock Producers...looking to make
improvements to your feedlot site and
wondering how to get started? What steps
need to be completed? What possible
financial assistance is available to make
improvements?

Stop in at the SWCD office and speal with
Anne Ecoliha to get started or give her a call
at (507) 765-3878 ext 3.

ROAD TO
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Jordan Austin Receives S\WCD Scholarship

Tordan Austin of Wiykoff has been
selected as the Fillmore W CD college
scholarship recipient. The $500 scholarship is
awarded to a returing college sophomore,
junior of senior pursuing a degree i Matural
Fesoutces, Agriculture or related field and
enrolled i the fall semester of classes.

JTordan 15 attending Southwest Minnesota Btate
Urtversity in Llarshall, Minnesota, pursuing a degree in
Errrirorumental Science. “Educating the public on how to keep
out niatural resources safe and avallable for future generations 1z
why [ have chosen to go to college and pursue a career in
efrvirontental science” stated Auvstin i his application essay.

Congratulations Jordan and best wishes m your
fature endeavors!

EEEREEERER.

District Tree Sales have begun again. .. ...

The Fillmore Soil and Water Conservation District 15
onice again conducting its atrnaal Tree Sales Program.

The District offers a variety of bare-root and potted
trees and shrubs. New varieties this year are
Common Ninebark and American Hazelnut trees.
The Ninebark is a fast growing sheub with spirea-
like flowers in the spring and a golden wellow fall
leaf color. The American Hazelnut produce both a
male and female flower i the spring. Muts are com-
mordy left for squirrels and birds.

Ordet your trees and shrubs eatly for the best selec-
tion, as quantities are imited. Payment in full 15
required with your order and should be recetved at
the BWCD office by MWarch 1, 2010, Look elzewhere
in this newrsletter for the order form. It can also be
found on our website at www fillmoreswed. ot

A
%
%
%
%
%
4
#
%
%
4

> > 2> > A0 > A W B

EEREEEERERE

COMNFEREMNCE & SUMMIT JAMUARY 21 & 22 2010—RAMADA—EAL CLAIRE, W
VALLIE ADDED AGRICULTURE "COLLEGE" JARMUARY 20, 2010

OFPORTUNITIES

- Frofiting from Renewable Energy and Regional Food
%}___g eRiver Caurty RCED 7228, ot AL et .

- -gggha e Midwest Wisconsin WWW river;ﬂiht rcd.or
3 siconsin Loca Value Added Local Food hamineuhul iteials
A3 Foods Network Agriculture foyeasnes Summit |
—— —

..'_._L Bringing together value added producers and advocates of local food systems.
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Colbenson to Receive MASWCD Teacher Award

Craig Colbenson, the vocational agriculture teacher at
Rushford-Peterson High School has been awarded the Teacher
Avrard by the Minnesota Association of 301l and Water
Consgervation Districts (MASWCD), The MASWCD honots a
E-12 educator/professional teacher who has created mnovative
cotservation educaion activities for
reaching students.

Craig’s teackung philosophy centers
around the idea that our environment and
natural resources are the heart and soul
of our being, having taught Hatural
Fesources for 34 years in the public
school system. As ateacher and farmesr, ©
he has learned and experienced the need ®
of protecting our resources with the most
powetful tool being education.

Lir Colbenson offers a Matural
Fesources and Advanced Hatural
Resoutces class to juniors and serdors.
The weekly agenda covers various topics from aguatics to winter
survival in hlmnesota, Students are required to research each
topic and determine the environmental impacts to our natural
TESOTES.

During each of the weeldy classes, Colbenson gets
invaolvement from former students, commurty people,
otgatizations, and goverrument agencies. He has found it very
rewarding to bz students, the community and lumselfto get
outside ivolvement.

Colbenszon has led the Bushford-Peterson Envvirothon team to
ten first and second place firnshes at the Area Level has won the
Ilinnesata State BEosrirothon five times and then advanced to the
Canon Mational Envrirothon, held at warious locations across the
coutity. “These challenges allow students to expand their
knowledge and confidence in themselves,” says Colbenson. “1
atn very proud of their success knowing [ have done my best in
teaching them.”

The Teacher Award will be presented at the 73rd Annual
LIAGWCD Convention to be held December -2 at the Duluth
Entertainment Convention Center in Diuluth,

Congratulations, Craig,on your educational e fforits with our
voung people and future conservationisis!

Contact the Fillmore SWCD for:

= Tree Planter Rental

.= Tree Bar Rental or Purchase
3 Gopher Machine Rental

= Fillmore County Plat Books

Filter Strips and Buffer Strips are a
Priority in Fillmore County

Having naturally vegetated AlterMuffer strips near
water bodies serves several purposes. The greatest advantage
15 the preservation and improvement of our county’s water
guality. Maturally vegetated barriers reduce the amount of silt
atd rmatrients entering waterways as well as nunimize the
impacts from flooding. Permanent vegetation helps stabiize
stream banks which reduce the risk that adjacent farm land wall
wash away when floods ocour. County Shoreland Ordinance
requites 50 feet of permanently vegetated buffer along all
public waters unless the land has an approved conservation
plan. These strips alzo provide safety sethacks for farm
machinery and help meet setback requitements for manare and
chemical applications while preventitg these from polluting
out streams.

Filter strip land can generate income by enrolling in
the Contious Conservation Reserve Program (CEFP).
Payments for 10 and 15 year contracts are avalable for eligible
lands through the Fillmore County UEDA Hervice Center,

Call 507-765-3878 today and schedule an appointment to
review program options.
Creating a better environment he nefits all of us.

Hove o sodfe and.
Happy Holiday Season!
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CITY OF RUSHFORD NAMED
2009 COMMUNITY CONSERVATIONIST

The City of Rushford has been awarded the MASWCD/MPCA Community Conservationist Award.
The award will be presented to representatives of the City at the 73rd annual MASWCD Convention sche duled
for December 6-8 at the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center 1n Duluth,

=ince the floods of August 2007, while working to solve many difficult flood related problems, the City of
Eushford has become a leading adwocate for identifying and sealing private wells within well-head protection

areas after their experience with this 1ssue following the floods that severely damaged therr city and water
supply.

When the City of Eushtord flooded in 2007, their city water oo
supply became contaminated with bacteria, and it took repeated
efforts to decontaminate the system.  After some investigation
on the part of the city, the source of the bacteria became clear:
sewage water backed up into homes during the flood, and then e
drained into private wells, seeping down into the shallow
aquifer.  Because some residents were still using sandpoint
wells from that aquifer as thewr primary water supply, the
sewage-contarminated water posed significant health risks.

The City took an active approach to addressing the problem, howewer, contacting the Fillmore SWCD.
=pecial flood relief funding was made available by the State Legislature, and the city not only agreed to wotk
with the SWCD to seal the 200 wells that had been found, it alse agreed to handle the well zealing funding for
the residents, who were already dealing with the loss of their home and possessions. SWOD board members
met with the Eushford City Council about the well-sealing cost-share program and emphasized to the Council
the need for enforcing the City’s ordinances to assure that the benefits from the well sealing would not be
undone by residents installing new wells after the old ones were sealed.  After successfully completing the
well sealings, the City 15 now completing inspections on these wells.

And the city hasn't stopped there. To help prevent similar occurrences elsewhere, the City of Eushford has
hosted well-sealing dermonstrations where representatives  from other cities in Southeastern Minnesota were
able to learn more about the need for finding and sealing old wells that pose a risk to public water supplies.
The City of Eushford staff and contractor have also presented information at several regional and statewide
meetings attended by hundreds of city water operators and other water professionals.

We congratulate the City of Rushford on being named the 2009 Community Conservationist!
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COST SHARE AVAILABLE FOR MANAGED
GRAZING PRACTICES

Producers who want to improve their grazing system
catl receive cost share funding to help implement
practices that are part of a grazing management plan.
The Fillmore SWCD has received grant funds for the
Eoot Biver watershed to cost share 50% of the total cost
of practices, such as fencing and watering systems, up to
a maxzimum cost share amount of §6,000. These grant
funds are hmited and are only available until May of
2010, so requests should be made as soon as possible.
Free technical assistance 15 available from the Eoot
Eiver Grazing Management Specialist if a grazing
management plan (also free) 15 needed or if adwice 1z
needed about implementing a plan.

For more information about the cost share program or
for technical assistance, contact Dean Thomas, Grazing
=pectalist, at the Fillmore 5WCD office at 207-765-
2875, ext. 3 or email dean thomas@iillmoreswed org,

Look for us on the webl

wwww. fillmoreswed.org

PFRECIPITATION MONITORING
PROGRAM

The Fillmmore W CD would lilke to thanl: the

following precipitation monitors in Fillmore

County:
Minna Hein Dawvid Wilson
Tim Tosstan Dionald Dahl
Lyvle Eeller Foy Cerling
Joe Bezedicel Dhiane Baldee

Clhifford E. Johannessen

These wolunteers document daily
precipitation and send inh monthly
repotts. The information collected 13
uzed by our office and the state
climmatolo gy office to document
patterns of precipitation across the country.

We are currently looking for additional
volunteers 1n Sumner, Chatfield, Filot hound,
Forestville, Morway (Bratsberg), Yotk, Bristol and
Hewburg (IMMabel) townships, Eain gauges and
data forms are provided.

If yvou are interested, please stop by the office
or call (507 765-3878 ext. 3.

EOOT RIVER CHOSEN T TAKE PART
I MISSISSIPPI EIVERE HEALTHY WATERSHEDS INITIATIVE

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced on MNovember 23™ that the Foot River is one of 41 watersheds
in 12 states, known as Focus Areas, that have been selected to participate 1n a new tnitiative to improve water
quality and the overall health of the Mississippt Eiver Basin. The selected watersheds cowver ower 42 million
acres, of more than 5 percent of the Basin's land area. The Eoot Eiver watershed 15 a little over 1 mullion acres

111 S1ZE.

The Mississipp1 Eiver Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative (MEERIL), which was announced on September 24,
2009, will provide approximately $320 million in TTSD A financial assistance over the next four years for
voluntary projects. MEERI will help producers implement conservation and management practices that prevent,

control and trap nutrient runcft from agricultural land.

T-DAs Matural Eesources Conservation Service (NECS) manages the mnitiative. Selections were based on
the potential for managing nitrogen and phosphorus -- mutrients associated with water quality problemns in the
Basin -- while maintaining agricultural productivity and benefiting wildlife. To read the full news release
about the watershed selection for the initiative, go to hitp Mfwww usda gow/wpsiportal?

contentidonlvy=truedrcontentid=200%11/0586 zml.




Page &

FILIMORE SWCD 507.765.3575

Upcoming Nutrient Management Meetings

I8 | Minnesota Department of Agriculture Mankato, MN 56001

Nutrients In Our Environment: Past, Present, and Beyond

A conference sponsored by the Southemn Minnesota Nutrient Efficiency Coalition.

February 18, 2010
Verizon Wirekess Center - Mankato, MN

Commercial fertilizer and livestock manure are recognized assets to agricultural
operations. They both contain essential plant nutrients which contribute to crop yields
when properly applied to soils. Mutrients can be managed efficiently with the latest
techniques and technologies, to avoid the potential financial and environmental risks of
nitrogen and phosphorus reaching surface and ground water. Learn about research
developments and new tools for improving on-farm nutrient efficiency.

Agenda

8:30-9:15am  Registration and Poster Presentations
9:15-10:00am Nutrient Use Efficiency and Global Agriculture
10:00-10:45am Agriculiure and Hypoxia
10:45-11:00am Poster Presentations
11:00-12:00pm Farmer & Crop Consultant Panel Innovative Nutrient Management
12:00-1:20pm  Luncheon and Poster Presentations
1:20-2:05pm  Breakout Session I
Corn Belt N Guidelines
New N Prediction Technology Tools
NMI Results & So. MN Water Momitoring Results
2:10-2:55pm  Breakout Session II
Manure Management—Kkeeping it in the Root Zone
Where the Country Meets the City
Phosphorus Management Practices
3:00-3:45pm  Breakout Session I1I
Wisconsin Discovery Farms
New Technologies for Drainage Systems
Nitrogen, Sulfur, and Residue Management for Com-Com
**CCA Credits Applied For

Registration

510 per person. Pre registration recommended call 651-201-6141 (space may be limited)
For More Information: Location:

Brian Williams Verizon Wireless Center
Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Division 1 Civic Center Plaza

(651)201-6637 (507)389-3000
brian. c.williams(@state.mn.us
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Root River Turbidity THMDL
Joe hlagee — Water Plan/TMDL Coordinator

Monitoring for yvear two of the Eoot Eiver Turbidity TR L 13 just wrapping up, and equipment has been
removed and winterized until next season. Mext vear will be the third and final vear of monitoring for this
project. The 2009 monitoring season was relatively quiet compared to the 2008 monitoring season. The two
most significant runoff events were observed during a snowmelt in February and a spring rain in early June.
Total Suspended Solids (T25) values were lower for the most part in 2009 than they were 1n 2008, These
values were based on TS3 averages at each monitoring site and only tnclude 2009 data through July 15, 2009
This relationship may change once all the data 15 entered for 200%

With the end of the project
quickly approaching there 1s
much to be donel We're in the
process of developing a contract
to help determine where the
secdiment 15 coming from. This 1s
performed by a process known as
sediment fingerprinting using
Beryllium-10 1zotope
concentrations to determine the
sediment source. This method
will allow us to determine what
percentage of the sediment 13
cotning from the crop fields
wersus how much 1s coming from
the blutts, ravines, and in-stream
channel erosion. This data wll
be very useful when it comes
titne for implementation. Data
entry and analysizs will be ongoing throughout the winter, as well as gathering information for the final rep ot
If yvou have any questions or would like more information on this project, I can be reached at 507-765-2878 =

3

Bacteria Testing Now Available

= Pick up a sample hottle at the S\WCD office

= Costis $15.00 per sample

= Reduced cost for homes with a child under the age of 1 or
where a pregnant female resides

= Testing parameters include F-coli and Total Coliform hacteria
= Itis recommended to have your well water tested annually

For more information, contact Joelvlagee at (307) 765-3878, ext. 109,
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Newsletter changes...

In an effort to save
paper and cut costs, we are
now posting Coxnssrvation
Chraxnicles to our website at
www fillmoresweod org. We
are continuing to collect e-mail
addresses from those people wishing to recetve
notice of future editions of our newsletters 1n
their in-box instead of their mailbox

If you would like to be added to the
e-mail newsletter list, call the =W CD office at
(5077 765-3878 ext. 3 or send an e-mail to
jeanette serfling@fillmoreswed org with “e-mail
newslettet” i1 the subject line. Include the
e-tnail address you want used and your name
and address in the body of vour message.

We will still continue to print a paper
copy for those who might not have computer
or iInternet access or just prefer the paper
Yersion.

Thank wou for helping us conservel

Ag BMP Low Interest Loan

Loan dollars are available at 2% interest to

encourage water quality protection.

Theze funds are to be used for
existing water quality problems.

=uch eligible practices include:

improvements to animal waste
control facilities
manure handling equipment

terraces, grassed waterways, structural erosion control

structures
no-till equiptment

imnprovemnents of individual sewage treatment

sysiens
sealing of unused wells

To start the loan application, bring in a written estimate
of the project to be done and fill out an application form
at the Fillmore SWWCD Office. These funds are limited
and are on a first come, first serve basis. For further
information or to apply for the loan, contact the Fillmore

SWCD Office at 207-765-3878 Extension 5.

Fillmore Soil and Water Conservation District
900 Washington St MWW
Freston, MM 55965
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